igo          ESSAYS ON IMMORTALITY

of the part in being conscious of the whole, yet not
of the whole in being conscious of the part, is the
mystery; but it is not one without analogies.

6.  The " I" which governs the anaesthetic hand,
that writes   fairly intelligent answers  to  questions,
while its owner is absorbed in conversation or other-
wise distracted, is often proved, by hypnosis, to have
been, all the time, the subject of a wider experience,
inclusive of both principal  and  secondary person-
alities.    These  seemingly  separate  " I "s were   un-
conscious of that wider  "I," which, however, was
conscious  of   the   several  experiences  as   its   own.
Else, their re-sumption in one experience would be
impossible.   They were but two different acts of the
same  " I,"  which  thought them together in   some
third act.

7.  It is true that the most widely sundered twigs on
a tree have some point of common descent or junc-
tion ; and similarly that all experiences are part of
one universal experience, and therefore connectable,
if not connected.    But consciousness may be com-
pared to a light of varying intensity.    Only its fullest
power lights  up   the whole  connection.    In "me"
it is too weak to do more  than give light for my
proximate and separate needs.    In the measure that
it is intensified it shows my experience in a wider
and deeper connection; it reveals the remoter and
more buried strata of  the relatively sub-conscious.
But, to reveal all, it would need to be as intense as
the consciousness of the whole.

8.  In each  individual consciousness seems to be
limited quantitatively, and to be diffused unequally
among many connected centres, subject to one centre